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Santa Cruz Mountains Wineries and Back Roads Tour – Saturday, September 5th 
 
Those of you who infrequently drive Highway 17 between Los Gatos and Santa Cruz 
often pass a series of non-descript turn-offs with names like Laurel Road and Glenwood 
Drive, Vine Hill, Branciforte Creek and Granite Creek Roads.  For the adventurous 
among you, the true “collectors of backcountry roads”, our morning offers an excursion 
into the sun-dappled past where the roads trace two turns of the century and the marks of 
a railroad that traversed and penetrated the mountains.  Our quest will be to locate the 
tunnel entrances still visible from the ghost towns of Laurel and Glenwood. 
  

     
 
Of course, no true excursion into the Santa Cruz Mountains would be complete without 
lingering on the deck of several of the finest small-lots, by appointment wineries in 
California. 
 

 
 
                                                www.winesofvinehill.com 
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And what goes better with a hearty glass of Pinot Noir than your choice of excellent 
smoked and barbequed meats or fish.  We will be picnicking on a ridge, under the shade 
of an old oak, overlooking Corralitos and all of the Monterey Bay.  Pack a camp chair! 
 
                                           www.windyoaksestate.com/gallery.htm  
 
Participants will be asked to provide the event master with their lunch selections in 
advance.  All selections will be prepared and delivered to the site of our lunch and second 
winery tasting.                        www.FreedomMeatLockers.com 
 
 

                      
 

 
 

Our mid-afternoon route will continue up and over Hecker Pass towards our final winery. 
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We will have an excellent opportunity to stage our cars along the dramatically tall palms 
that mark the entrance to this relaxing stop under the sycamores.  Camera time again! 
 

www.jstephens.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Of course, there is one more backcountry route to savor.  Uvas and McKean Roads can 
assist your return to normal society with a route that roughly parallels Hwy 101.  
 
Please bring your cameras and coolers.  This promises to be a memorable outing. 
 

Contact the event masters if you have any questions. 
Larry Whitney larry@audiclubgoldengate.org and Cliff Musante cliff@audiclubgoldengate.org 


